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Y caravan, as finally
organized on leaving
Baron dsassak, comprised
two Mongols and four
Chinese, seventeen ponies,
and two Tibetan mastiffs
worth in point of courage
four more Chinese. Only
six out of the whole lot
of horses were strong
and in good condition.
Those I had got in the
Ts'aidam were miserable-
looking animals, as in fact
are all ponies from that
country; sway-backed, with such long hoofs that on
rocky ground they were continually stumbling; a sorry
lot indeed to start with on a long journey, but the best that
could be had. We carried about five hundredweight of
barley, a big leather bag of tsamba, forty pounds of but-
ter, and ninety pounds of mutton.

Crossing- the Alang gol, some ten miles east of the
lake, we made for the mouth of a gorge in the southern
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